gesdneſi, power, and mercy Ot che Lorch who, inthe greateſt rrrals, hath been 


and fince we knew him to be our God. lie liath been good unto 


57. 


An Epiſtle of tender Love. or che 


Ey the Breath of Life, to the whole 


Witneſſes ot his Glorious > Appearings in theſe laſt dayes. 


Oit dearly and well beloved Friends, Brethrer, and Siſters whom tac 

Lord hath gathered to be 4 Pesple, to be ro the praiſe of hie Name, 

who once we: c not a People, but were ſcattered as among the 

7ribes, and a certaindwelling place we knew not, but went n- 

12g as De without a mate, ſaying, Where is our Soul. beloved ? and when 
we were almoſt out ot here, then the Voice out of the excelleat Glory was ut» 
rere,and a Light began to ſhine in the midſt of Darkyeſs,cven when we wer: 
ready to ſay, We mult now dwell in the houſe of mourning, and the jhaddow of 
death muſt be our habitatios jor ever ; Thien, in an acceptable time, when it was 
with us, as it it were neither right nor day, but in the even -i ie, t hen tlie Light ap- 
p-arcd, and hie was Ifted up who hath drawn our hearts after him even ©hri 8 


the Light of the world, the Saviour of all that believe and follow him; this was | 


he that we had heard and ſpoken much of, yet then were ftrangers to him, 
though he was nigh unto us, and ſpake with us, ſnewing unto us our loſt and 
and undone eſtate; and ſometimes made our hearts bun withis; us: But now. 
bleſled be the Lord, who by the Light which he hath cauſed to ſhine in dur 
hearts, he hath ſhewe4 us our ſelves, our fins, and he who is the farther of 
them, and hath, and is opening the Myſteries of bis Kirgdim, nich conſiſts 
in Righteouſneſs and Peace, for ſuch a dwelling we wanted: Aud he hath, and 
is making known a mcaſure of the Spirit, even of that ſame Spirit which 
raiſed up J eſus from the dea i, in the carts of his People; and this is that Gift 
that is Eternal Life, given of the Father to reſcue, and redeem, and fave loſt 
man, from the power of Death, to bring him out of the houſe of B-»dage and 
deep Captivity, int the gloriows Liberty of his only Son, who ſaid, Father, J 
pray thee, let all thoſe whom thon baſt given me, be where I am; thelc alone reigs and 
triumph in the Lite Erer»al over Hell and Death. Oh Friend: ! ſurely we 
were that Multitude that was an hungry, which now our Lord Jeſus hath 
cauſed to ſit down, and fatisferh us with the Bread of Life, many times and of- 
ten, that now we can ſay, The Sen of Cad i come and hath given us an under- 
ſtauding, whereby we know him that is trne, cven the true Ged, and Eternal Life, 


who is become our Leader and our Guide, even to us Who onec went aſtray, | 


as Weep ui nur a q uleher hu fo by His Spirit, we arc brought. to the ſhep- 
herd and Bifhep of our ſoali, and now is he leading us iii the way of righteouſneſs, 
and is teaching us according to his Promiſe, who ſaid, All the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of the Lord gal be taught of him, and he is gently leading the weak and ten- 
der ones, in 4 m ther did wot knen, which hath canſed them to admire the 


with chem, and ſecretly hari upheld then, and them delivered many a time, 
Olic of thc ſnares of the enemy ef their ſculi. By Hi m we have [cen the mountains re- 
moved and thevery high Hi laid low at the ſight of web we ſomtimes were ready 
to faint, ſaying in ou licarts, v all never get over them, then hath he made 
the Aut aint as a Plain, and the 71% a the low Paleys: Thus ſe hath pre- 
pare. an cven path for tlie jut an i upright ones to walk in. Therefore tear 
not, neither be 4 faoyed, ye called, choſen, and Beloveſ of the Lord, though 
your Ert be many and gt, and appcar as the ſons of Arak did to Iſrael, 
and you ſeem to them as GraFoppers ; ol this be ye ſure, our God never chang- 
eth, but is the ſame unto his people, yelterday, to day, and for ever; who 
delivered David our of the mouth of the Lyos, and out ot the paw of the Bear, 
and in che name of the Lord he ove came the great uncircumciſed Philiſtim. 
The Lordalſo preſerved his S rvant Daricl in the Lyons Den, and Feb in his 
z earclt tryab, aud Jonah in the Belly of a e, and Paul in his dangerous 

Voyage at Sca zhe alſo by his power brought rael through the Sea, as upon 
ry aud and gave them food from Heaven in the Wilderneſs, he was as à Cloud 
to them in the day time, and as Fire to give them light in the night ſeaſon. 
Oh Crea: ti the Lord, aud greatl y to be feared, and adm red in all [1s Saints, a ho is 


— 


1 Sound 


Flock of God, who have bee 


hath beca wrath with us, his people, which he hath gat 
| his holy Seed, then he hatii cauſed the Earth ta help us, and to drm 
tharthe Dragon hath caſt out of his month, on purpoſe to drown us. 
fear not, O Daughter of Eon, whoſe dwelling is outwardly as in Sodom Or Baby- 
lin, un thou at ſomę times haſt been ready toſay, Thy God hath forgotten thee, 
and the Lord hath firſabe n thee, becauſe thou haſt been derided of the wicked, 
and haſt been the Sang of the wigod!y all the day long, and in departing from ini- 
quity thou art male a prey; thou haſt been even as a chaſed Roe, or as a Sheep 
alone, that no man taketh ap; and thy exemres have been many, that have 
compaſſed thce about, and purſued thee as Phararhs Holt. Vet now ariſe Ob 
Z un, for thy lig he tr cue, n id chy Glory is viſenand thy enemies are men, and not God, 
and their Horſes are fleſh aud nat ſpirit: therefore fear not man, whoſe breath is in his 
tr ils, {or what is he before che Lord, when he ſtretcheth forth his hand for 
the ſake of his own Sel, when he calls them from the Eaſt and from the weſt, 
and ſaithi te the North give up, and to the South hold wat back? {then who can hinder 
the purp- ſe of the La, wit doth wharſocver pleaſeth him. Therctore all 
ye tender Over, and ye tecbln of tlie Flock, who are afraid of miſcarrying, and 
cry becauſe of your h and of the ſtrength ot your Enemies within aud 
Witllot, au i are ready to lay in your hearts, we ſhall never hold ont tothe end, and 
this, even the tho guts o; it, is your greateſt grief; for you matter not what 
you may ſuſte, ſo you ay hold out tothe end, that you God may be honoured, 
and his Truth, or which you arc made partakers,advazced, and many that yet 
are ſcattered, into it may be gathered, by it tobe ſet free from the pollutions 
of the world ; this I know you heartily deſire. Oh ye tender Ones, whoſocyer 
ye arcglift up jour Head, and let not your poaderons theughts cauſe you to droop; 
tor in weakneſs is Gd ordaining ſtrenath, and out of the mths of his Babes ſhall come 
perfect praiſes, and power from him alone ſhall be received by the faithful, to 
anſwer his requirings ; For all our ſufficiency is of and from the Lord, and they that 
| wait on him ſhall rene v their ſtrength, This Tama witacſsof : Therefore now 
let Iſrael traſt in the Loyd, and know him to be all their ſtay, waiting diligently 
in theweek and quiet ſpirit upon him, ſo ſhull they never he contqunded : For 
this is the day, wherein God is ſeparating the (aff from the Wheat, and is put- 
ting a difference between them that fear him, and them that ſear him not; ain} them 
that Swear, and them that fear an Oath, though againſt the laſt of theſe, cven 
againſt thoſe that fear >.1 Oath, a grievous Law is made and now is the cry 
We have a Lam, and by it you ſhall ſaffer, ſurcly this is not added, becauſe of trarſ- 
greſſion, which the ancient Laws were, but becauſe thire 15 4 people that Cann; 
tranſgreſs the Law of their God, theretore there is a cry, 1ts not for our profis to let 
theſe abide in our Land. But this let all know, 7 hat the Lord hath called us t o be 
a people, and hach gathered us into his tz»ocent life of righteouſneſs, and to this 
day hath been our Defence, when our Exemres were many. And this alſo 
is a great cry againſins, becauſe we meet tegeiher, to wait upon, and worſhip 
the Lord is ſpirit aud in truth: Therefore are we perſecated, carried betore Ma- 
— and caſt r. co Priſm ; ſo that now it is with us, as it was with the 

copic of God in the days of old, when the ſrare was upor Mizpeh, and a ſpread 
net upon Monat Tabor. Notwithſtanding all this, ye dear Children of the Lord, 
meet together in Gd Name, Fear and Authority, having the loines of your minds 
25 up, and your hearis ſi ved on the Lord, and none forſake the Aſſemblies of the 


aihfut, neither let in the fear of Man, who can kill the body and can do no mere 3 
for many of you hath the Lord deeply tried, and many of our &rerhren have 
laid down their lives, as the faithful. Martyrs of Jeſus, giving glory to tlic 
name of the Lord; and we know that the Lord was no hard Maſter, but 
hath given us power according to our trial, and in Priſons he hath been and 
is with us; therefore let none be treubled becauſe of the Law for Baniſhmear, 
neither let your faithſail, becauſe of the great and wide Sea : but now Hand 


dreadful and gl in power, who docth all things according to his ple-ſure : 
Ihe Eartiꝭ is his, he framed it, and the great and wide Sea he hath made, and 


| follow the Lamb whereſorver he goeth. Be ſtedfaſt, aud unmevable, 


ftill and ſee the ſalvation of God, which is to be revealed to thoſe that faithfully 
alwayes abounding 


by isp9wer he rulcthi it. he brings the 7.94 out of his Treaſure, and then the | tx the work of the. Lord, committing your cauſe to him, waiting in the meek, and 


Sea is troubled, then he ſpeaks the word, and ic is ſtill again. Oh. ye chilè ren 
ol tie Lord, have we not feen of his wonders, and been eye witneſſes of, his 
mighty works ? hath he not heard our cry, in the day of our d ſtreſs, and given 
2x: to our complant ? Yes, he hath heard froma his Holy Hab tation, and hath 
anſu red in owing kindneſs ; Ie alſo fatisficth the poor, and refreſheth the needy 
with h pn eſence, ND without him cannot live, nor be ſatisfied with any thing” 
hut the Bread of life; that comes4rom him; and for thoſꝭ he ſpreads a T. ble, 
and feeds them, though they are as in a wilderneſs, and giveth them bread 
that the world kr.owr not of, Well my Friends, Did the Lord hear and anſwer 
our cries in the daycs paſt ? when we were as Ephraim, bemoaning our ſelves, an! 
as David, thinking we were caſt ont of by: ſight ; yet did we look to that which: 
was boly,which God had menfeſted in as, and back again into the world we 
could not go, neither would the ſhadows of the Heryenl things ſatĩsfie us, 
but the ſubſtance, that we earneſtly defired : And now the — by the light 
-of his Son hath made known himſelf unto us, and hath let us ſee, that he 
*ath waited long to be gracious, and hath watched over us as a tender Father; 
us | 
appeared for us, in rebuking our adverſarie, and in driving back = _ 
ang our Fremics within and without: And when the Dragen hath been 


quiet ſpirit upon the Lord, his counſel to receive, that as the heart of one man, 
with one conſent, ye may worſtiip, and bleſs, and praiſe the Almighty God in 
the ſenſe of his love; ſo his bleſſing will reſt upon the whole Camp, and his 
inviſfible Power will be your Shield in the greateſt tryali, you to defend and 
preſerve in peace with your God; this my ſoul greatly deſiers. This as a 
token of my love unto you (by the breathof Life) tor the ſtirring up of your 
| pure minds, and that none may fear thoſe things which they may ſuffer, but 
that your traſt ma be in the Lerd, and — in the mighty God, Thus 
| having none other way to Xpreſs what is in mine heart towards you, but in 


Writing, I bid you Farewel. 


The 26th of the 4 
Mouth, 1664. 


' Given forth in the mwvings of Gods Spirit, for | 

the refreſhment of the F lock, of God, by a. 

k Friend of Truth, 
| Thomas Green. 


* 


Let this be Read in the Fear, Dread aud Wiſdom of God, in the Meetiugt i. 
| af the Children of the Firſt-bory, | 


/ 


[ 
þ 


